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AGENDA 
for the Annual Congregational Meeting of Ansgar Church 

February 25, 2024, 12:30 pm  
 

1. Opening Prayer 
2. Election of Chairperson 
3. Approval of Agenda 
4. The minutes of the Annual Congregational Meeting on February 26th, 2023 

a. The minutes were approved at the end of the ACM on February 26th , 2023 
5. Business arising from the Annual Congregational Meeting on February 13th, 2022 
6. Reports presented in the printed ACM handout. 

Danish Women's Club   
Camp Kuriakos  
Hyggeklubben  

7. Pastor’s Report 
8. President’s Report  
9. Treasurer’s Report 
10. Proposed Budget for January 1st, 2023 – December 31st, 2023 
11. Capital Assets Aquisitions Schedule 
12. Election of Church Board Members 

 

Outgoing Board Members: 
• President   Kirsten Olsen    Term ending 2024 
• Board member Dorrit Morrow    Term ending 2024 
• Board member Niels Hansen                         Term ending 2024 
• Board member Inge Andersen               Term ending 2024 

 

Current Board Members:   
• Board member  Daniel Aalto                Term ending 2025 
• Board member  Christopher Sørensen   Term ending 2025 
• Board member Lene Nielsen              Term ending 2025 
• Board member Angela Moroz    Term ending 2026 
• Board member Bent Skousbøl   Term ending 2026 
• Board member  Mette Rasmussen  Term ending 2026 

 

* Permanent member:   Pastor Lasse Hultberg 
            

13. Election of Auditors 
Outgoing   
• Current  Valerie Sørensen         Term ending 2024 
 

For ACM 2024:  Jeanna Baty   Term ending 2025 
 

• New   TBD    Term ending 2026 
 

14. Election of Pastoral Selection Committee: 
a. Outgoing  Birgit Wildenhoff    Term ending 2024 
 

For ACM 2024: 
•    Jeanna Baty     Term ending 2025  
•    Maria Hjort Guiney    Term ending 2026 
• New   TBD    Term ending 2027 
 

 

15. Review and Approval of Minutes of ACM February 26, 2024 
 

16. Adjournment 
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Danish Women’s Club Report to the Annual Meeting 2023 
 
    2023 has been another busy year for the Ansgar Women’s Group. Our regular monthly meetings 
are well attended by a majority of the current 16 members. We still meet in the Church basement on 
the third Tuesday of the month, from September to November and January to May, at 9:45 am., to 
plan money-raising and social events to support our Church. Over our lunches, we exchange ideas 
and “news” with our friends and sometimes, we enjoy group activities like the Leverpostej 
preparation workshop we held for members this past Spring. 
     The highlight of this past year was the celebration of Ansgar’s 100th Anniversary in mid-
September, and the Women’s Group played an instrumental role in making it a grand and memorable 
occasion, particularly the Boyle McCauley community event on the Saturday. Fortunately, the weather 
was fine for an outdoor festival, and enabled us to serve popcorn and hundreds of free hot dogs and 
juices to the local homeless and hungry folk in the neighbourhood, who expressed their gratitude 
generously. In addition, we sold traditional Danish treats like Pork Roast Sandwiches with all the 
fixings, as well as coffee and Danish pastry. Our work was enhanced by a lively street jazz band, 
storytelling and face painting for little ones, and historical presentations of the Church and introduction 
of the new church organ with two mini concerts.  It was a grand day.  
     We again hosted the annual Ansgar Christmas Lunch and Bazaar in late November, in a 
pleasant new location at the German Canadian Cultural Centre on the southside. This event is a great 
deal of effort for our group members, so it is gratifying how many in the Danish community continue to 
attend the event. However, we couldn’t “pull it off” without the support of the many in the congregation 
who pitch in to help.  Many thanks! 
     In addition, we offered two On-line Bake Sales, which have become a profitable addition to our 
events: one before Christmas, and one around Easter in the Spring. These are a beneficial outcome 
of our Pandemic activities and seem to attract another part of the far-flung Danish/Scandinavian 
community. 
     Finally, we packed the basement last Spring for the annual Frikadelle Supper, a fun and delicious 
competition to identify the best Frikkadelle cook in the vicinity. Lots of laughs and tasty enjoyment. If 
you haven’t come before, we recommend you purchase a ticket early for the next event! 
     This year, we are pleased to be able to donate $18,356.42 to the operation of Ansgar Danish 
Lutheran Church. 
     We are grateful to have added several new members this past few years and have relied on the 
help of a few other churchgoers to share our workload when needed, as we have recently lost a 
couple of our older longtime members.  We welcome any woman from the Ansgar congregation who 
would like to join us and share in the fun and this “churchwork”.   Our next meeting will focus on 
planning our upcoming Spring activity. Do come and join us! 
 
Jeanna Baty, Secretary        
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Hyggeklubben  
 
    I am happy to report that we again had another great year with lots of Hygge. 
      

         We had a number of friends sharing their life and travel experiences with us. Thanks to all of you  
for that. 
      

        We always enjoy our afternoons at Hyggeklubben, with old as well as new friends, sharing a light 
lunch that mostly turn out to be a regular banquet. The singing of the well-known songs from Højskole 
Sangbogen is so enjoyable. We enjoy the cheapest medicine-laughter and of course, there is always 
coffee. 
      

        Check the newsletter for dates and times. Thank you to all who are helping me on that day, it is 
appreciated. 
 
Randi Mark 
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Camp Kuriakos Report to the Annual Meeting 2023 
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Pastor’s Report to the Annual Meeting 2023 
     2023 was a decisive year in the history of Ansgar. This year September 16 and 17, we have 
celebrated that our congregation has been here for 100 years. Before these dates, we improved and 
renewed our sanctuary to a glory and beauty beyond what we could ever have imagined. We were 
also exposed in the medias, not only in the local newsletter, but also in CBC Radio and Television.        
After our great celebration, I have felt a great interest and joy in our Church, and a gratitude of the 
wonderful work that has been put into making our little Church a very special place. 
     This year, I would like to focus on all the amazing volunteers who make this Church into what it is. 
After all it is the people, the congregation that makes the Church, not the building or the Pastor. I do, 
however, fear that I may forget a few here that should have been mentioned. Please forgive me for 
any errors or omissions. 
     The Board of Directors should be mentioned. The Board makes the Church function on the daily 
basis. All the smaller and bigger details like paying bills and receiving donations and to keep records 
of it all. Like making sure that we meet the everchanging regulations and standards laid out by the 
government. But thank God, we have a fantastic treasurer in Bent Schousbøl. But also the president 
Kirsten Olsen and the rest of the members have been working tireless to ensure the daily operation of 
the Church. Thank you from my heart to all of you! I am also so happy that you didn’t feel that the daily 
chores were more than enough for you, but that you also supported that we should have a big party in 
the fall of 2023 as well as renovate and renew of our sanctuary. 
     We have been very fortunate to be able to go forward with two big wishes in our congregation. We 
have been able to get a pipe organ and to renew and embellish the Chancel area. This was possible 
because of the generous donation from Granly, Surrey BC. But it would probably not have lifted if we 
had not also received our new pipe organ as a donation from Christina and John DeJong and if we 
had not received the assistance and help from Tammy-Jo Mortensen and Warren Mack. We now have 
a wonderful little instrument that lifts our services up to higher levels. 
     The Chancel has been renewed by removing the wooden panels, by adding a new carpet, by 
painting the walls and by a set of three beautiful glass mosaics created by the world renown Danish 
artist Peter Brandes. If it was not for his artistic vision and huge generosity, we would not have been 
able to purchase this unique and poignant work of art. We are now one of the few Edmontonian 
Churches with modern religious art at the highest level possible. In my view, we now have the most 
unique and the most beautiful Sanctuary in all of Edmonton. 
     A special thank you to Gunnar Jensen who has been working in the Church endless hours with 
small and big repairs and improvements during the renovation of the Church as well as on an almost 
daily basis. Also, a huge thank you to Vagn Boelsgaard. He is the man behind the fantastic renovation 
of the main entrance door and for new organising equipment on the pews, and much more. Also, to 
Jens Woller for stepping in at the last minute to do the final casing around the windows in the Chancel. 
Many were involved in the renovations and festivities, as mentioned before the Board of Directors 
including, Lene Nielsen, Mette Rasmussen, Inge Fenger-Andersen (with her husband John), Dorrit 
Morrow, Angla Moroz, Daniel Aalto, Christopher Sørensen. From outside the Board Jeanna Baty, Eija 
Aalto, Birgith Wildenhoff and Alice Nickel have been involved in the planning. And of course, as 
always, the fabulous Danish Women’s Club, including Else Woller, Susanne Reid, Lis Walker, Birgit 
Wildenhoff, Susanne Balsløv Kulak, Margith Hansen, Darlene Atkinson, Randi Mark, Kirsten Torup 
and Frederikke Hultberg. Thank you also to the Ansgar Singers lead by Amelia Kaminski for making 
these days so special. And to our bishop Mads Davidsen of Odense, Denmark for coming to our 
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festivities. I should greet from him and tell you that he was impressed with the anniversary and with 
our very special and warm-hearted congregation. 
     Beside this huge event, is also worth noting that we have continued our relationship with our 
closest Lutheran neighbours at Saint John’s. And that we have decided to work even closer with them 
in the following years in wherever it makes sense to both congregations. I believe it is a good 
partnership to ensure the sustainability of our congregation. 
     To conclude: there have been many wonderful events and meetings in the past year, many more 
than just the anniversary. They are all in my heart, and I am grateful for every day in good times as in 
times of trial that I have served here in 2023. 
 
God bless our little congregation. God bless our Church, 
Pastor Lasse 
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President’s Report to the Annual Meeting 2023 
 
     2023 seems to have come and gone very quickly, though when we look back on the year, a great 
deal has happened. The monthly programs and special activities are all back, with healthy 
attendances: Hyggeklubben, the Women’s Group, Study Group (meets semi-monthly) and 
“Morgenkaffe på dansk” have been in full swing. Traditional Danish celebrations have been enjoyed, 
such as “Fastelavn” which resumed in February with vigorous “beating of the barrel”, dress-up by all 
the children and several adults and the eating the familiar Fastelavn’s boller. Easter Sunday is a big 
day in the Church, but in addition to the service there is always a lot of excitement for the Easter Egg 
Hunt. Ansgar’s traditional Frikadelle Supper & Contest has returned as well. It’s good food, good fun 
and very competitive.  The “best cook” gets to take the Golden Pan home for a year!  
     Our little Choir is established now and has added to several special services throughout the year. 
Amelia Kaminski has worked tirelessly helping us along, but we could use more voices if you enjoy 
singing! 
     For many years, Ansgar has actively supported Operation Friendship, which formerly was a centre 
sheltering and feeding seniors experiencing hard times. The Friendship Centre closed, but beginning 
in 2024 it has revived and will be serving seniors living in various facilities nearby. Ansgar will again be 
serving stew made by their staff and ice cream with fruit provided by us. This is a good time to interact 
with senior residents and a worthwhile outreach to the less fortunate in our neighbourhood. 
     December is Advent time, a time of anticipation. We all looked forward to the “krybbespil” 
(Christmas Pagent) ably directed by Angela Moroz this year. We were not disappointed. The kids did 
a fine job and we were emphatically told by a very stern angel “do not be afraid”.  Julestue followed as 
usual, with goodies and “risengrød”, “æbleskiver” and “gløgg” down in the basement. 
     In April, we gathered for a Visioning Workshop, led by Pastor Randy from St. John’s Lutheran 
Church down the street. We spent a few hours considering what Ansgar could/should look like in the 
coming years. It was a good opportunity to look ahead and reaffirm our intentions for the future. 
     With the coming of summer, many of us returned to Camp Kuriakos at Sylvan Lake for a weekend 
of fun.  This year, Sct. Hans coincided with our camp, so we were able to revel in a big bonfire once 
again, amplified by singing “Vi elsker vort land” and eating too many marshmallows and “dough boys”! 
We swam, played indoor and competitive outdoor games, and enjoyed relaxing in the sauna (heated 
up by our Finnish sauna experts, Daniel and Eija Aalto.  It was a fun time for everyone just being 
together. 
     The BIG EVENT for Ansgar this year was the 100 Year Anniversary of the Church.  In order to 
prepare for that, the Church was closed for the month of August to make some renovations in the 
Church. An old chimney was removed in order to install a new altar piece. The result is a new and 
lighter area around the altar, focusing on the glass artwork by Danish artist Peter Brandes.  He has 
depicted the Christ as crucified and as “sower”, all in one. The three windows on the altar have added 
brightness and light, as well as a new focus for the congregation. The beautiful blue colours remind us 
of the baptism, while the warm reds remind us of the communion. To complete the renovation, the 
interior was re-painted and we installed a wonderful pipe organ, which was generously donated by the 
DeJong family. Local organist and organ builder Waren Mack and his associate assembled the many 
organ parts at the back of the church. It was a remarkable feat, as at one point every pew in the 
church held a part. The result of placing the organ at the back of the Church fills the church with sound 
and has opened up more room around the altar. 
     September was a hectic month, trying to ready the Church for the Anniversary celebrations. 
Delivery of parts from Denmark was delayed in customs to the last minute, more than once…. all very 
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exciting…. but we have so many talented and dedicated members in the congregation, luckily. “We 
made it” thanks to Jens Woller who was finishing up the drywalling on the altar wall the day before the 
celebration. The warm, welcoming entrance is the result of many hours of work by Vagn Boelsgaard to 
refinish the doors. And of course, what would we have done without Gunnar Jensen?! He was at the 
Church every day, all day, doing whatever was necessary to get the job done: letting workers in and 
out, moving electrical switches, moving steps by the altar, building a cupboard for the organ pump in 
the basement, constantly fixing the elevator, plastering where needed, and so much more. It’s 
amazing what a small congregation can accomplish! 
     Finally, we enjoyed a wonderful celebration of our first 100 years on Sept. 16th & 17th. On Saturday, 
the street in front of the Church was closed to traffic and tents erected and we celebrated with a 
community party: we served many free hot dogs and juices; sold popcorn and traditional pork 
sandwiches, coffee and wienerbrød; enjoyed a street jazz band, storytelling and facepainting for the 
kids; opened the Church for two mini concerts on the new organ and concluded the day with a packed 
Vesper Service. We were overwhelmed by the number of people who turned up in the afternoon for 
the free food, but were glad we provided it, as our Church is in a very needy area of the city. Sunday 
was highlighted by congregational events such as a very animated, special church service in the 
morning and a gala banquet at the Chateau Louis in the evening. Special representatives from DSUK 
in Denmark, staff and the Bishop, along with pastors from the three other Danish Lutheran Churches 
in Canada, were introduced. Stories were shared and a good time was had by all. 
     We owe a big “thankyou” to the congregation of Granly Church in Surrey, who donated funds to 
each of the Canadian Churches upon their closure! These funds enabled the recent renovation and 
we have a wish list for the rest of the funds.  With them, we have purchased the derelict house next 
door, and are in the process of having it removed and seeking City approval to turn the property into a 
much-needed parking lot.  
     I would like to thank everyone who has contributed in the past year to the growth and well being of 
Ansgar. Thanks to my fellow Board members, who have maintained balance, been a constant support 
for me and each other and put in lots of good work during the year. Thanks to Alice Nickel for her 
tireless work producing our bi-monthly Newsletter, as well as managing everything “computer 
technical” about our Church projects. Thanks to the Women’s Group for all their work putting on 
dinners and mounting projects to raise money to support ongoing Church operations. It is so good to 
see that group active and growing again. Thank you to the Anniversary Committee who took on the 
big job of advertising, inviting all our guests, planning events and producing a great celebration for our 
Church. Finally, thanks to Pastor Lasse for all the many jobs he has taken on above and beyond the 
usual pastoral duties, and for participating with us in all the extra activities we host in the Church.  He 
is even a member of the Ladies Group! Thanks also to the whole Hultberg family for participating in all 
aspects of the Ansgar Family, whether singing, helping out in activities, camping and always just being 
there for all of us.  
This has been an active but a very good year. 
      

Kirsten Olsen 
President, Board of Directors 
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Treasurer’s Report to the Annual Meeting 2023 
 
 
Auditors’ Report to the Board 

 
We have now successfully completed the audit of ADLC finances for 2023.  The books were 
found to be in good order.   
 
Recommendations: 
We have no recommendations to the Board at this time. 
We would commend the Treasurer, Bent Skousbøl, for his conscientious work and thank him 
for presenting the documentation in an easy to manage condition.    
 
Thank you, 
Jeanna Baty and Valerie Sørensen 
January 19, 2024 
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Statement of Income & Disbursements 
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2.3 Election to the Church Board of Directors 
 

2.2 Qualifications 
A member shall be qualified to be on the Church Board of Directors if: 
a) That person is an active Member who has been a Member of the 

Church for at least six months 
b) that person is over the age of 18 years 
c) that person does not have a status of a bankrupt; and 
d) that person is mentally competent 

 
2.3.1. Nominations 

Persons possessing the qualifications set out in Article 2.2 can be nominated for election to the 
Church Board of Directors. 

 
2.3.3. Additional Nominations 

Nominations for candidates for a position on the Church Board of Directors can also be made 
from the floor at the Annual General Meeting by any active Member, providing that any 
candidate, so nominated, agrees to let his or her name stand for a position on the Church 
Board of Directors. These nominations can be made in addition to a slate of candidates made 
to the Nominations Committee. 

 
2.3.4 Nomination and Election of the President 

The President is elected by a simple majority vote, using ballot procedure. If the President is 
elected from the existing Church Board of Directors, another Member is elected to the Board 
as a substitute in this position for the one year he/she is President. If a substitute for the 
President is required, he who received the 4th highest number of votes is elected to that 
position. 

 
2.3.5 Nomination of Remaining Board Members 

In electing the other three Members, three names can be written on the  
ballot. The three who receive the most votes are elected. 
 

2.4 TERM OF OFFICE 
The President is elected for a one-year term at each Annual Congregational Meeting; the 
remaining nine Board Members are elected for a three-year term in such a manner that three 
are elected each year. The Pastor is a permanent Member of the Board. 
 
Vacant Positions      Term Expires 
 
President, 1 year term     February 2025 
3 board members, each for a 3 year term   February 2027 
1 auditor, 2 year term       February 2026 
1 pastor selection committee, 3 year term   February 2027 
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New Business 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


